Fridey 27, Apwil, 1945

Dear Hon,

A lot of the restrictions on what we could write and whet
we couldn't have now been lifted and it should maxe writing a lot
easier. Its not that they ever interfered too seriously but it al-
ways seemed as if Just those things you wanted to say were verhoten.
And of course, we still aren't allowed to s&y where we are. I got a
big laugh out of the lest letter I got from Julia- the one with that
beautiful picture of Steve in it. You see, the only thing the censor
wes interested in was that if our meil was intercepted no one would
know where our outfit was &t., So while I couldn't say that I, person-
ally, weas at a certain place, or in a certain army, I could mention
some neme that you would recognize as me &nd say that that person was
in that place or in thet army. Well, the first time I decided to use
that scheme I was stuck for some name that would identify me and 1
decided thet if I sald Snappy was in the 7th srmy you would recognize
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it as our,dog's name and link it up with me. Later on I made other
similer references., You must have thought I was crezy. At any rate
now we're in the 3rd Army- after being in nearly every other one-
and trying to cetch up with Mac's outfit. He's still quite a distance
from us despite the fact that we're in an advanced positionl

But the big thing &bout the raising of the restriction, Mom,
is thet I can tell you we were at Buchenwald Concentration Camd’t I
tried to indicate it in my last letter but I'm sure you couldatt un-
derstand it. We worked there for awhile &nd in & very limited way but
the medical outfit you read about in connection with the camp was
curs, We had all sorts of congressmen and members of parliament visi-
ting and sating at our place., There's was sc much more that could
heve heen done- but what we did do helped enormously. We lived at a
swanky military schcool nearby end worked at the camp.

How I can I begin to tell yoy of the terrible things that we
saw and heard about? So mény of thew were Jews from Poland,-=sl espe-
cigally the childrean,~and they were 3¢ happy to discover that I couald
talk to them thet they swarmed around to tell me everything that they
had suffered. That first day we came there and welked around looking
at a1l the horrors before they had been cleaned up, visiting the people
in their dirty, crowded barracks- the way they begged me to write some
relatives they had in America, to give them a piece of sugar. Most of
them were innocent victims, but Mom, Jwmt there were meny of them who
had brought it upon themselves. There was &a large group of Hungerian
Jews wtho had voluntarily come into Germany with money and jewels,
thinking to escape with their precious property from the Red Army.

A1) of the Jews h&ad come from Auswitz Concentrastion Ceamp, from wheee
the Neazlis had moved them to Buchenwald as the Red Army came closer.
All the stories that you read 1n the papers were true,Mom. The way
those men looked &s we brought them out of the Concentratiop Camp

to the hospital which we had set up in the 8.8, barracks. So thin that
they could herdly walk and you could see bones which you never dreamed
existed., They ihad become so unused to fooda that what we gave them nau-
seated them and they threw up. Even whem they were able to re&ain it
it was so rich that they got dlsrrhea. When you add this to the fact
that they were too weakened to control themselves you can imagine that
they weren't & clean or pretty sight. OQutside of heving a frightened
lock the smeller children didn't look too bad and the men had evidently
made sure thuat the xids ate. But there were plenty of boys of 18 who
looked like &about 10 or 1l2.
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lom, scme of those kilds were in concentresion camps for 4 years
and more. There was one kid who atteached himself to me one day and
I had a terrific desire to send him home, Mom, if there had been any
way you'd heve had another son. He was 8 years old, 4 of them spent
in camps- & good-looking kid. His feather hed been with him until
the day before the American troops came in. Then they had merched
him cut with 20,000 others of whom 11,00 were kxilled. No one knows
whether he wé&s ofie o1 them or not. Tne xid would have been taken out
too, like they didg 300 other, but he had hid. Some of the photographers
toox pictures of him and you msy have seen them In the JTewish papers.
He's young enough to forget most of the awful things he's lived
through. Golly, I hope they mcke some decent arrsngements for all
those kids. We were plenning to show them their first movies when
we were moved out. We did menage to bring them come toys and games
which we lLed found in some Nazi warehouses and they werex over joyed.
They were such simple pages thet 1 wouldn't h@»e dreemes of bringing
stuff like that to Steve.

We were living about & mile eway from the camp, in luxurious
guarters, There wes & modern leundry in the building and immediately
a couple of the boys set up shop and weshed &ll our clothes for us.
The only difficulty was that we hed moved so fast that our mail
didn't errive until the day we left there and for a couple of weeks
there had been no news from home. There were showers and a dining
room in which to eat. And we were even pleanning to use the dishes
there instead of our mess kits. What a luxury that would have beengd

Got & letter from Jack and will answer it immediately now that
I'm certain of his address, Both he &nd Julia told me about Peerl's
wedding. I wish I xnew their address so that I could write to her.
It almost doesn't seem possible tuat she's old enocugh to be married.
I'm sure that when I get back she'll act as if she had teken care of
me instezd of vice versa. I guess you know by now thet ILefty's back
in New York. It shouldn't surprise me &t all if she hasn't visited
you. Her brother-in-law was wounded over here &«nd they're waiting
enxicusly for him to come home.

I feel fine, Mom and am worskling no harder than I have been up
to now. I should imegine thet we're one of the strangest units(in
the entire army.We're eating wonderfully and have been having fried
real eggs nearly every morning. QOccasionally our raticns don't get
here on time but even then we munage more than adequately. I'm en-
closing a swmple menu from one of our Ten-in-one emergency units.
These provide & meals for 10 people and come packed in a box not
much larger than & hat box, There are 5 different menus &nd in addi-
tion to what they list it also includes toilet p&pper and napkins.
Honestly!

Jean 1s still in Texes and complaining because she was trans-
ferred out of an Evac Hosp. &nd hs stuck down there. Things between
us are no different than they were before I left home, I think I
told you, Mom, that I didn't intend to let myself think seriously
of her, or anyoney else,until eaf ter the war weas over.

Still haven't received any copies of FM, I suppose when they
do come there'll be a dozen, at least.

So logg, Mon,
18.
How about that pilcture of you znd Pop thet I asked for?





